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Review: ‘Blue Note Records: Beyond The Notes’
celebrates legendary jazz label

By KENNETH TURAN
FILM CRITIC | JUN 27, 2019 i Lf ~

Herbie Hancock, from left, Marcus Strickland, Wayne Shorter and Ambrose Akinmusire in the documentary "Blue Note Records: Beyond
the Notes." (Mira Film / Eagle Rock Entertainment)

Jazz may be a quintessentially American art form, but it is Europeans who make some of the
best jazz documentaries, with the captivating “Blue Note Records: Beyond The Notes” being the
latest case in point.
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documentary in the last few years to have that legendary place, the ne plus ultra of jazz labels, as
one of its major focuses.
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Eric Friedler’s “It Must Schwing: The Blue Note Story” was a hit at Telluride last year and before
that came “I Called Him Morgan,” Kaspar Collin’s knockout doc on Lee Morgan, a trumpeter
with a tragic life who was a significant Blue Note artist.

All three films share components that can’t help but be involving, starting with music from
many of the giants of jazz, players including Miles Davis, Thelonious Monk, John Coltrane,
Horace Silver and more, all of whom recorded for Blue Note.

One of “Blue Note’s” secret weapons is the exceptional archive of photographs taken by Francis
Wolff, who co-founded the label with Alfred Lion. (The musicians puckishly called them “the
animal brothers.”)

Key to making this film especially effective is its focus on the current incarnation of Blue Note,
with the legendary producer and jazz fan Don Was as president.
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exceptional job talking about their art form and the people who came before.

Wayne Shorter, for instance, says that “the courage to be vulnerable is a challenge,” while Robert
Glasper says “most of the great art comes out of messed up situations. You just need something
to be released from that, to go somewhere. That’s where jazz is born out of.”

Given that European interest in jazz is so strong, one of the interesting aspects of the Blue Note
story is that its founders, Lion and Wolff, met as fellow teenage fans in Germany who fled the
country in the 1930s and founded the label in the U.S. in 1939.

Both men can be heard on a wonderful WBAI-FM radio interview talking about their shared love
of the music, something which never left them and helped them forge strong relationships with
their artists.

In fact, unusual among label owners, they made records not to make money but simply because
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And there is Shorter’s view of Davis as someone who sometimes “wanted to play like he didn’t
know how to play, who wanted music that didn’t sound like music.”

Aside from the musicians, “Blue Note” pays tribute to wizardly recording engineer Rudy Van
Gelder, who recorded many albums in his parents’ Hackensack, N.J., living room, and designer
Reid Miles, who came up with album covers that were “all different but all looked like Blue
Note.”

Though it had its economic ups and downs, Blue Note Records never totally went away, and one
of its later incarnations got a big boost when vocalist Norah Jones was signed.

Also helping the label survive was the way hip-hop artists began to sample classic jazz riffs, with
the veteran Lou Donaldson quipping he found out about the trend by looking at his royalty
statement.
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Glasper. This loving and involving documentary tribute helps bridge that gap.

‘Blue Note Records: Beyond The Notes’

Not rated
Running time: 1 hour, 25 minutes

Playing: Starts Friday, Laemmle Monica Film Center, Santa Monica.
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chat in the Los Angeles Times video studio.

MOST READ

COLUMN

Lakers in prime spot to become NBA's next super team

37m

L.A. NOW

Nipsey Hussle was shot after ‘snitch’ comments to accused gunman, records show
2h

COLUMN ONE

Sikh drivers are transforming U.S. trucking. Take a ride along the Punjabi American highway

3:00 AM

NATION

Former Secretary of State Rex Tillerson describes Jared Kushner’s secret diplomacy
2h

L.A. NOW

L.A. is hemorrhaging bus riders — worsening traffic and hurting climate goals
3:00 AM

LATEST MOVIES

Review: Carlos Reygadas’ ‘Our Time’ opens up a marriage and finds more beauty than insight
3h

Review: ‘Blue Note Records: Beyond The Notes’ celebrates legendary jazz label
3h

Review: ‘The Other Story’ is an Israeli popular melodrama to savor
4h

SALE SAVE NOW


mailto:?subject=Linda%20Cardellini%20talks%20about%20bringing%20the%20%26%23034%3BJudy%20Sunshine%26%23034%3B%20to%20%26%23034%3BDead%20to%20Me%26%23034%3B&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2F116854773-132.html
https://www.latimes.com/sports/lakers/la-sp-kawhi-leonard-anthony-davis-lakers-free-agency-20190627-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/sports/lakers/la-sp-kawhi-leonard-anthony-davis-lakers-free-agency-20190627-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/#nt=taxonomy-article
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-nipsey-hussle-eric-holder-murder-transcripts-20190627-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-nipsey-hussle-eric-holder-murder-transcripts-20190627-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-col1-sikh-truckers-20190627-htmlstory.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-col1-sikh-truckers-20190627-htmlstory.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/nation/#nt=taxonomy-article
https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-pol-trump-tillerson-kushner-diplomacy-20190627-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-pol-trump-tillerson-kushner-diplomacy-20190627-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/#nt=taxonomy-article
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-bus-ridership-falling-los-angeles-la-metro-20190627-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-bus-ridership-falling-los-angeles-la-metro-20190627-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-et-mn-our-time-review-carlos-reygadas-20190627-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-et-mn-our-time-review-carlos-reygadas-20190627-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-et-mn-other-story-israel-palestine-review-20190627-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-et-mn-other-story-israel-palestine-review-20190627-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-et-mn-capsule-string-review-20190627-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-et-mn-capsule-string-review-20190627-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-et-mn-himesh-patel-yesterday-the-beatles-20190627-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-et-mn-himesh-patel-yesterday-the-beatles-20190627-story.html#nt=related-content

Himesh Patel masters the Beatles in ‘Yesterday’

8:00 AM
ADVERTISEMENT

Sign up fOI- OU.I‘ newsletters About/Contact Corrections
Archives Privacy policy

Subscribe for unlimited aCCCSS Classifieds L.A. Times careers
Terms Find a job
Site map Shop

L4 ﬁ mv?lun v Advertising

Copyright © 2019, Los Angeles Times

1
SALE $2 FOR 20 WEEKS! SAVENOW
Hurry, offer ends July 9


https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-et-mn-himesh-patel-yesterday-the-beatles-20190627-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-et-mn-himesh-patel-yesterday-the-beatles-20190627-story.html#nt=related-content
https://membership.latimes.com/newsletters/
https://checkout2.latimes.com/MTRDigital?PID=4667&int=lat_digitaladshouse_4-weeks-99_acquisition-subscriber_ngux_text-link_footer
https://www.latimes.com/about/la-contact-us-htmlstory.html#nt=footer
https://latimes.newspapers.com/
https://classifieds.latimes.com/
https://www.latimes.com/la-termsofservice-20180627-story.html#nt=footer
https://www.latimes.com/about/la-sitemap-htmlstory.html#nt=footer
https://mediakit.latimes.com/
https://www.latimes.com/local/corrections/#nt=footer
https://www.latimes.com/about/la-privacypolicy-20180703-story.html#nt=footer
https://nantmedia.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/LATimesCareers
https://jobs.latimes.com/
https://www.latimes.com/shopping/#nt=footer
https://twitter.com/latimes
https://www.facebook.com/latimes/
https://www.instagram.com/latimes/
https://www.youtube.com/user/losangelestimes
https://vimeo.com/latimes

